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Economic philosophy and the anthropocene

In brief

Course langage: French

Presentation

Learning objectives

- understand the role of nature-culture dualism in the history of Western thought;

- be able to formulate certain philosophical and economic issues relating to the interdependence between the actions of human
beings and the functioning of the Earth system

- be able to explain the presuppositions of the arguments mobilised by the various protagonists in a controversy that puts economic
and environmental issues in tension.

- be able to mobilise a coherent normative framework in the formulation of an ethical assessment.

Description of the programme

From a philosophical point of view, the Anthropocene invites us to reexamine the nature/culture dualism that has long held sway
over Western thought. From an economic point of view, the Anthropocene raises new epistemological and ethical questions about
growth and its colour (green or not green), indicators of wealth and well-being, 'natural resources’, the respective missions of the
private and public sectors, and the role of companies and citizens. At the crossroads of philosophy and economics, where ideas
common to both disciplines emerge and flourish, we will examine some of the 'ideas of the Anthropocene’, such as sustainable
development, catastrophe, transition, metamorphosis and impact, as well as ideas that the Anthropocene leads us to revisit, such
as planning, responsibility, freedom, equality and democracy.

| - Introduction / Il - The idea of the Anthropocene / Ill - The nature-culture dualism / IV - The quest for abundance / V - Uncertainty
and the figures of the Anthropocene

V - Uncertainty and figures of change / VI - Democracy versus authoritarianism: the question of freedom / VII - The end of the world
or the end of the month: the question of equality
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Generic central skills and knowledge targeted in the discipline

C2: Complexity - The themes addressed by this elective make it possible to link the historical, social, political, philosophical and
economic dimensions of contemporary problems. It contributes to the development of an understanding of the interdependence of
the "natural” and "cultural” dimensions of phenomena.

C4: Ethical and Responsible Management - This course aims to deepen the understanding of certain ethical controversies that arise
in the search for the common good and to better understand the representations underlying the different points of view.

C5: Vision and strategy - This elective contributes to a better understanding of certain contradictions at work in contemporary world
developments.

How knowledge is tested

A written dossier of approximately eight pages on a theme chosen by the student in consultation with the teacher. (100% written)
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Teaching team

Guillaume Quiquerez

Sustainable Development Goal
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Eradicating poverty Reduced inequalities Responsible consumption and production
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Climate action Partnerships for the goals
Total des heures 30h
CM Master class 6h
D Directed work 10h
TP Practical work Th
AA 13h
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Useful info

Name responsible for EU
Lead Instructor

Guillaume Quiquerez
% guillaume.quiquerez@centrale-med.fr
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